


Cast your Vote   Have your Say

The 2000 Legislative Council (LegCo) elections of the HKSAR will be
held on Sunday, 10 September.  Registered voters have the right to
vote in the elections to return 60 LegCo members.  The term of office
of the new LegCo will be 4 years.

Powers and Functions of the LegCo

According to the Basic Law, the powers and functions of the LegCo include
the following : to enact laws; to examine and approve budgets, taxation 
and public expenditure; to receive and debate the policy addresses of 
the Chief Executive; to raise questions on the work of the Government; 
to debate issues concerning public interests; and to receive 
and handle complaints from Hong Kong residents.
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2000 LegCo Elections

In the 2000 LegCo elections, the number of members returned by 
geographical constituencies will be increased from 20 in the 1998 LegCo
elections to 24, with the number of members returned by an Election
Committee reduced from 10 to 6 correspondingly.  The number of members
returned by functional constituencies will remain at 30.



Geographical Constituency (GC) Elections

Over 3 million registered voters will have the right to vote in the 
GC elections. The territory will be divided into 5 GCs:

We will continue to use the list voting system in the 
elections, while the largest remainder formula will be 
used to determine election results. 

A voter can only choose one of the lists printed on 
theballot paper and use a chop provided by polling 
staff to mark a tick ‘ ’ in the circle next to it.
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Functional Constituency (FC) Elections 

The 28 FCs are as follows:

Heung Yee Kuk InsuranceAgriculture &
Fisheries
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Health Services Engineering Architectural,
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Labour
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Of the 28 FCs, two are new, namely the Catering and District Council FCs. 

For the 4 FCs with a small number of voters, i.e. Heung Yee Kuk, 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Insurance, and Transport, the preferential 
elimination voting system will be used.  A voter must choose at least one
candidate.  He/she must mark ‘1 ’ in the circle opposite the name of 
the candidate of his/her first preference, ‘ 2 ’ opposite the name of the 
candidate of his/her second preference, and so on. 

For the remaining 24 FCs, the first-past-the-post system will be used to
determine election results.  A voter has to mark a tick ‘ ’ inside the circle
next to the candidate(s) of his/her choice with a chop provided by polling
staff.  For the Labour FC with three seats, each voter may cast up to three
votes.  For the other 23 FCs, each voter may cast one vote.



Election Committee (EC) Election
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The EC is composed of four sectors, each with 200 members, namely:

1. Industrial, commercial and financial sectors

2. The professions

3. Labour, social services, religious and other sectors

4. Members of the LegCo, representatives of district-based organisations, 
Hong Kong deputies to the National People’s Congress(NPC), and 
representatives of Hong Kong members of the National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

The EC election will continue to use the first-past-the-post voting 
system. Each EC member is required to cast six votes, no more and no less,
by shading the ovals against the names of the 6 candidates of his/her
choice with a pen provided by polling staff. 

The majority of the EC members will be returned by subsector elections 
on Sunday, 9 July 2000.  These members together with ex-officio members
(LegCo and Hong Kong deputies to the NPC) and nominees from 
the religious subsector will form the EC to return 6 LegCo members in 
the LegCo elections on 10 September 2000. 
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